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Message From 
the V.P. 

Dr. N. Aiaii ShepparcL 
V. P. , Academic A/fa it y 

Greetings to All: 

It is intended that the 
Collegiate, (the Academic 
Affairs Newsletter), will 
sei've to describe and 
promote the efforts of onr 
saidents, staff and tiiCLilty to 
achieve the uncommon 
quality of excellence in all 
academic endeavors. 

Excellence is my per- . 
sonal goal for Roxbuiy 
Community College, and I 
have come to realize that 
this goal is, indeed, shared 
b/y the thousands of dedi- 
cated individuals who 
comprise our college family. 
I become l:>oth proud and 
excited eveiy time I con- 
sider the power i:>ehind the 
effoits of our students, 
facult>^ and administrators. 



both cooperatively and 
individually, to reach this 
noble standard. When I 
think about the individual 
sacrifices that are made by 
members of our college 
faculty, 1 am convinced that 
there is a bright and impor- 
tant future for our institu- 
tion. We simply need to let 
those outside of our college 
community know moiv 
a]x)ut our many and signifi- 
cant academic accomplish- 
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ments. Suffice it to say, the 
Collegiate provides the 
vehicle for such an in- 
creased awareness. 

It is my hope that as you 
read and learn about our 
academic accomplishments 
and the people responsible 
for them, you will affirm 
that at Roxbuiy Community 
Cx>llege, we are serious 
about academic excellence 
and superior cjuality\ 



Transfer 

Opportunities for 
RCC Students 

For the past few months 
Roxbuiy Commtmity^ 
College (RCC) and North- 
eastern ITniversity (NIT) 
have been collaborating on 
a project to enhance the 
chances of our students 
being able to successfully 
transfer lo Northeastern 
University. The program 
targets graduating RCC 
students with grade point 
averages of 2.8 or better. 

(j»}li}iucil OH ra;^v i 



RCC Students 
Participate in 
Biomedical 
Research at Tufts 

Five of RCC's top students 
are now pait of the research 
team at Tufts University's 
IJepartment of Anatomy and 
Cell Biology. The students 
are registered for a course 
entitled Reseci rch Tech n iqi les 
in Science and spend 1 2 
hours a week in tlie labora- 
tories. The course was the 
idea of Dr. Ray Turner and 
Dr. Bryan Toole of Tufts 
University. Turner, a science 
professor at Roxbuiy 
Community College, co- 
authored the proposal with 
Dr. Aiidu Gebremichael. 
Five science faculty mem- 
bers along with five Tults 
Research Professors advise 
the students. The course has 
gone far beyond anyone \s 
exj:>ectations. Initial reports 
from Tufts faculty indicate 
that the course is an extraor- 
dinaiy idea which should be 
continued. 



RCC Offers ESL 
Classes in 
Chinatown 

Beginning this Spring 1991, 
RCC through the Division of 
Continuing Education 
started offering KSL and Pre- 
GED FSL classes in 
Chinatown. This is a col- 



laboration f^ietween RCC and 
the Chinese Consolidated 
Benevolent Associatic )n 
(CCBA), an established 
agency that represents the 
Chinese community in 
Chinatown. In the Fall 1990 
Dr. Walter I loward, Presi- 
dent of RCC, and f)r. Bing 
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Phi Theta Kappa 
Organizes Alumni Chapter 

The Intellectual Luminaries of RCC, 
Come and Meet the Ambassadors of 
Roxbury Community College on May 
2nd. 

Phi Theta Kappa has recognized 
intellectual achievement in American 
two year colleges since 1918 and, in 
1929, was recognized officially by the 
American Association for Junior and 
Community Colleges as the honor 
fraternity for two year Colleges. 




Roxbury Community College's Alpha 
Iota Mu, a chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, 
is a leading chapter among the over 
700 chapters throughout the nation. It's 
purpose is to promote scholarship and 
academic excellence, develop leader- 
ship and service, and cultivate fellow- 
ship among members and the commu- 
nity. The objective of the Honor 
Society is not only a shared commit- 
ment to academic leadership and 



intellecaial fellowship, but also to 
provide service to Roxbury Commu- 
nity College and the local and sur- 
rounding communities. 

Last semester, the Chapter had a 
successful canned food drive which 
benefited five local shelters. This 
semester is proving to be an exciting 
one. Two members attended the 
Regional Convention in Rhode Island 
last weekend and came back very 
excited with ideas to develop our 
organization. On March 13-17, four 
members and Professor Onuoha 
representing RCC attended the Na- 
tional Convention in Chicago. Our 
annual, well-loved, international food 
festival was held on April 9th and was 
well attended and supported by our 
college community. 

One of the key highlights of this 
semester will be the formal institution 
of the Alpha Iota Mu Alumni Chapter. 
The first meeting was held on March 
9th. The r urpose of forming the 
Alumni Chapter is to have a continual 
link outside of the College. 

On May 2nd, there will be an 
official inauguration of the Alumni 
Chapter which will feature a reception 
honoring RCC Alumni. During the 
reception, a scholarship fimd will be 
instituted in honor of the Alumni 
which will benefit the students at RCC. 
The initiation for new Phi Theta Kappa 
members will be a part of the ceremo- 
nies. 

The formation of the Alumni 
Chapter is a historic event for RCC, as 
it will be the first time to convene the 
Alumni in a fomial setting. We hope 
this will act as precedent for a college 
wide Alumni Association. 

Professor Everest C. Onuoha is the 
cunent advisor and founder of this 
fraternity. The officers are Doris 
Benjamin, President; Rasmace Dadd, 
Secretary; Beverly Baker, Treasurer; 
and Jacsombe Mont-Louis, Public 
Relations Officer. 



Celebration of Blacic 
History Month In 
Retrospect 

Black History Month at Roxbury 
Community College for 1991 was one 
of the most successful series ever. 
Many individuals from various aspects 
of the Community enthusiastically gave 
of their time and expertise. It is this 
kind of participation that reflects the 
spirit and commitment of RCC and 
neighborhood residents. 

We are equally encouraged with 
the level of participation and encour- 
agement demonstrated by our faculty 
members. Saident participation 
illustrated a growing interest in past 
experiences and current situations and 
the relationship between them. This 
expression we should nurture with 
meticulous care in development of our 
future leaders. Let's keep hope alive. 

The outstanding advertisement and 
coverage by our local media, including 
the Bay State Banner and our local 
cable channel, BNN, will not go 
unnoticed or unappreciated. Thanks. 

The College sponsored 18 success- 
ful events, two of which were 
unscheduled, which included activities 
covering various political, cultural and 
social aspects of our society. We want 
to express gratitude and great appre- 
ciation to the Student Government 
Association for funding these activities. 

Much appreciation is extended to 
Sheiry Smith, Director of Student 
Activities, and work smdy smdents 
assigned to the Student Center. 
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Benefits of Alumni 
PaiticipotJontoRCC 

Roxbury Community College can 
benefit enormously from its former 
students. There are many ways alumni 
can serve their Alma Mater: 

• Help the College recmit students. 

• Make regular contributions to the 
RCC Foundation. 

• Participate in the College's Rmd- 
raising Programs & Activities. 

• Become an active dues paying 
member of the Alumni Association. 

• Become an active volunteer on 
behalf of the College and the Alumni 
Association. 

• Become a "goodwill ambassador" 
for Roxbury Community College and 
promote the name and programs of 
the College in their local community. 

• Visit the campus often to become 
more knowledgeable about the 
needs of the College, its programs, 
students, faculty and administration. 

• Seek out opportunities for Roxbury 
Community College to receive 
matching gifts or in-kind contribu- 
tions from employers, corporations, 
businesses, and other organizations. 



News from the Boston 
Business School Campus 

The College is proud of the 1990 
graduates and alumni from the BBS 
campus. The average, starting salary of 
the 1990 graduates is estimated to be 
slightly over $22,000. 

Congratulations to: 

Michelle Collins, 1990 Executive 
Secretarial graduate, who is working as 
an executive secretaiy for the Gillette 
Company in the Sales and Planning 
Department. 

Kelly Williams, 1990 Executive Secre- 
tarial graduate, who is working at the 
New England Medical Center with Dr. 
David Greenblatt in the Clinical 
Phamiacology Department. 

Debbie Wong, 1990 Accounting 
graduate, who is working as a Senior 
Accounting Clerk for the State Street 
Bank. 

Sandra Connaughton, 1990 Executive 
Secretarial graduate, who is working 
for the Boston Edison Company, 
Revenue Accounts Department. 

Ann Walsh, 1990 Executive Secretarial 
graduate, who is working as Secretary 
to to the Vice President of Defined 
Contribution Services at the New 



England. 

Ellen Zhen, 1990 Accounting graduate, 
who is working as a Poitoflio Adminis- 
trator in the Mutual Funds Department 
of the State Street Bank. 

Some of the 1990 graduates are 
continuing their education at Suffolk 
University include Bernadette 
Scfdehuber, who received a full 
scholarship, Khiet Ngo, SiuMan Luie, 
and Sylvester Bell. 

Our Alumni: 

Nancy Nolan Lema, 1984 Executive 
Secretarial graduate, has just received 
her fifth promotion in six years. She is 
now a Human Resources Specialist at 
the Boston Edison Company. Nancy 
also recently graduated magna cum 
laude from Northeastern University 
with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Business Administration. 

Jeremie Peterkin, 1988 Accounting 
graduate, is completing his senior year 
at Bentely College. He is working at 
Coopers and Lybrand as an accounting 
intern. 

Kelly Weathers, 1988 M.T. graduate, is 
working as an executive secretary for 
the FBI Financial Crimes Department 

Congratulations to all ! 






Roxbury Community College/Bunker Hill Community College Linkage with Six 

Historically Black Colleges & Universities 



In what is being hailed as the first of 
its kind in American Higher Education, 
Roxbuiy Community College in 
cooperation with Bunker Hill Commu- 
nity College is developing an articula- 
tion agreement with six Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities 
(Cheney State University, Delaware 
State University, Florida A&M Univer- 
sity, Hampton University, Howard 
University and Tuskegee University). 
The ultimate goal of this project is to 
enhance the opportunity for more 
saidents, particularly minority students, 
to continue tlieir education beyond the 
associate degree level in educational 
attainment. 

Representatives from six Histori- 
cally Black Colleges and Universities 
met with administrative officials from 




both Roxbuiy Community College and 
Bunker Hill Community College last 
November 29 and 30, 1990 for the 
purpose of facilitating the smooth 
transfer of graduates of both two year 
colleges to appropriate upper level 
programs at these institutions. Saidents 
will h^ able to select one of the six 
Historically Black Colleges and Univer- 
sities upon initisil enrollment via a dual 
admissions process. The following 



represents areas of mutual agreement 
between Roxbury Community College 
(RCC) and the six Historically Black 
Colleges & Universities as related to 
the Articulation Agreement: 

L Dual Admissions 

2. Transfer Advisement 

3. 2+2+2 

4. Appoint Contact Person. 

5. Students who leave before gradua- 
tion are not covered by this agree- 
ment. 

6. Transfer saidents will have grades 
sent each semester to appropriate 
receiving instiaitions. Students must 
sign off to release grades. 

7. Statute of limitations is 3 years. 
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RCC Offers ESL Classes... CoJitiiiucd froui pci^^c I 

Wong, Chairman of CCBA, liad a 
chance to meet and discuss the need 
for ESL classes in Cliinatown. As a 
result of this meeting, a public foaim 
was held at CCBA on Monday, De- 
cember 10, 1990 to inform the public 
of RCC's intention to offer ESL classes 
in Chinatown. The foaim was attended 
l::)y forty people. The word of mouth 
and local newspapers quickly carried 
this good news to more people in the 
Chinese commimity. 

The first ESL Level I class began on 
Monday, Februaiy 4, 1991 while two 
pre- GED ESL classes l^egan on 
Monday, Eebmaiy 11, 1991. As the 
response to these classes was so 
enthusiastic, an additional Pre-GED 
class was added on Tuesday, Febaiaiy 
19, 1991. Currently, this program is 
seiving fourteen students in ESL Level 
I and has eighty-five people on the 
waiting list. Another fifteen students 
who are above ESL Level I had been 
lielped to enroll in the ESL courses 
offered on campus in the evening. 
(Currently DCE is offering four ESL 
classes on campus for Asian students 
who are taking Conversation, Reading 
and Writing on a full time basis. The 
total number of Asian ESL students in 
DCE is close to 100.) 

Needless to say, a lot of hard work 
had been put in liy administrators and 
staff of both institutes to make the start 
up of these ESL classes in Chinatown a 
reality. Contributors to the success of 
this off campus program include Vice 
President Alan Sheppard, Vice Presi- 
dent Barbara Logan Stamps, Assistant 
Vice President John McGrann, Dan 
Alvarez, Assistant to Vice President of 
Academic Affairs, Steve Klenk, Director 
of Financial Aid, Angel Urena, Finan- 
cial Aid Officer and Peter Law, Coordi- 
nator of Off Campus Programs in 
Chinatown. Special thanks must also 
be extended to Dr. Bing L. Wong and 
May L. Wu, Executive Secretary of 
CCBA, without whose effort and 
cooperation this program would not 
have come into existence. 

RCC GED Program Offers Day and 
Evening Courses 

This Spring Semester's 1991 GED 
program has more than 180 students 
enrolled in three day and five evening 
courses. The GED program is offered 



liy RCC to assist individuals in prepar- 
ing for the GED Test. Those who 
successfully complete the test receive a 
high school ec|uivalency diploma from 
the Massachusetts Department of 
Education. 

GED instRictk)n during tlie day is 
offered in English with one GED, one 
Pre GED and one GED ESL 4 classes 
having a combined total of nearly 
seventy students. 

Four of the evening GEl^ program 
courses are offered in English and one 
is offered in French. Evening courses 
have a combined enrollment of 
approximately 110 students. 

Many students who earn their GED 
apply for admission to one of RCC\s 
credit programs. 

New students interested in partici- 
pating in the GED program this 
summer should be advised to visit the 
Division c:)f Continuing Education the 
first week in May to register for the 
GED Placement Test. The registration 
fee for the GED Placement Test is 
$5.00. GED courses will be offered 
during the day and in the evening 
during the Summer, 1991 Semester 
which begins in June. 

RCC ABE Program Offered at Burke 
School 

The Spring 1991 ABE Program, 
conducted through the Division of 
Continuing Education has approxi- 
mately eighty students enrolled in the 
five courses that meet twice each 
week on Tuesday and Thursday 
evenings. The courses include ABE 
and levels I, II, III and IV of ABE ESL. 
Individuals who enroll in the ABE 
Program are working to prepare 
themselves for enrollment in tlie GED 
program. 

The ABE Program is offered at the 
Jeremiah Burke I ligh School in 
Dorchester, tuitkm free. Approximately 
two-thirds of the students are working 
adults between the ages of 25 and 44 
with men and women being equally 
represented. The ABE ESL courses 
serve many Haitian immigiants whose 
first languages are Haitian, Creole and 
French. Many of the stLidents who 
participate in the ABE Program have 
been referred as a result of the GED 
Program Placement test. 



New students interested in partici- 
pating in the ABE Program this sum- 
mer should be advised to visit the 
Division of Continuing Education 
during the first week in May. 



Transfer Opportunities... OjiHuiuecl from l)ci^i>e 1 

The students register for courses at NU 
and, if successful, will then be ac- 
cepted at NU upon graduating from 
RCC. To date, 25 students have 
paiticipated in the program, and it 
appears that 18 of them will be 
accepted as full time stvidents. NU will 
provide them with financial aid and 
any other assistance that may be 
needed. 

This is a pilot program funded by 
the National Center for Academic 
Achievement and Transfer. An impor- 
tant component of the program is to 
foster cooperation among the faculty 
of the two institutions tow^ard the 
development of a common core 
curriculum such that students from 
both schools may take courses at 
either instirtition. Furthermore, faculty 
from RCC can teach courses at NU and 
vice versa. We have been engaged in 
planning sessions with NU administra- 
tors ancl faculty. Several pilot projects 
have been started aimed at developing 
curricula or projects that would 
enhance the exposure of our saidents 
to advanced topics in science, math 
and the arts. Lastly, both institutions 
are developing a curriculum aimed at 
preparing students for the rigc:)rs of the 
NU engineering program. 

RCC faculty who are involved in 
the project include Aggrey Mbere, 
Betty Hillmon, David Coleman in the 
Social Science and Humanities Depart- 
ments; Ray Turner, Clark Grain, Eric 
Entemann, And Kyrsis Rodriguez in 
the Math and Science Departments; 
Ivanildo DeAraujo, Nancy Teel, and 
Ken Tanngvik in the English Depart- 
ment. 

This project is directed by Vice 
President N. Alan Sheppard. Professo 
Clark Grain acts as RCC coordinator, 
having recently been appointed to 
replace Susan Graham, who is still 
involved as a consultant. 
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Collaborative Project in Gerontology Between 
RCC & U-Moss Boston 



We are pleased to announce 
that Roxbury Community 
College is collaborating with 
The Gerontology Institute at 
UMA Boston for the next 17 
months to develop a partner- 
ship with them in an effort to 
increase minority participation 
in Gerontology. 

The project is designed to 
experiment with a co-registra- 
tion model, where two second 
year RCC students per term will 
be able to em-oll in the CPCS 
Manning Gerontology Certifi- 
cate Program, while currently 
receiving instRiction at RCC. 
Saidents in the experimental 
program will pay tuition to 
RCC, but will be allowed to 
cross register for competencies 
at UMass/Boston. After two 
terms of successful saidy in the 
Certificate Program, students 
will receive a Certificate from 
the University, but will remain 
at RCC to complete their 
Associate Degrees. 

Following completion of the 
degree, students in the pro- 
gram will be able to go directly 
into the job market, or will be 
able to go to CPCS having 
completed much of their major 
and will receive competencies 
through the transfer agreement. 
In addition, as part of the grant 
UMass/Boston will provide 
workshops on gerontological 
instruction at RCC as a way of 
strengthening RCCs capacity in 
the area. At the end of the 
grant, we hope that a long 
tenn arrangement can be 
worked out with RCC to 
maximize access to the Geron- 
tology Certificate at CPCS. 

A total of $73,778 has been 
awarded during the grant's 17 
month period. Marian Spencer, 
a gerontologist knowledgeable 
in health care for the elderly 
and Emeritus Professor from 
Boston University, will seive as 
half-time project coordinator. 
Funds will be available to 
support a part-time liaison 



mm 
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faculty member from RCC who 
will assist the RCC students with 
their academic work, including 
basic skills. In addition, saident 
stipends of $650 per term will be 
available to RCC students as a 
way to further enhance the 
attractiveness of the program. 

It is envisioned that such a 
partnership model could enhance 
minority participation in the 
profession of Gerontology and 
could be a replicable cost- 
effective model in other cities 
which have university-based 
Gerontology Programs and 
neighboring community colleges 
serving communities of color. A 
small amount of ftinding is 
available to assist with dissemina- 
tion of project findings. 

If you would like additional 
infomiation about the project, 
please call Dr. Jane Cloutterbuck 
at ext. 5313. 



RCC Represented at 
Annual NADE Conference 

On March 6-10, 1991, the National 
Association for Developmental Educa- 
tion (NADE) held its annual convoca- 
tion in Nashville, Tennessee. The 
gathering attracted over 1,000 instruc- 
tors, administrators, and counselors 
from two and four year public and 
private institutions throughout the 
United States, Puerto Rico, and 
Canada. The common ground among 
this group of educators is a commit- 
ment to the field of developmental 
education for adult learners. 

Among the presenters at this year's 
NADE conference was Elaine Shear, 
Assistant Director of the Learning to 
Learn Program at RCC. Ms. Shear's 
workshop, Cultural Literacy and the 
Developmental StudentAVhose Culture 
and What Kind of Literacy, explored 
the relationsliip between culmre and 
learning among students of diverse 
linguistic, racial/ethnic, and national 
backgrounds. She drew, in part, upon 
her own background as a first genera- 
tion high school and college graduate 
for this presentation. Additionally, she 
presented an overview of the work 
currently being undertaken by her 
Learning to Learn students. 




AccredJtation Update 



The College community is working hard towards securing 
RCCs re-accreditation. Several sub-committees are involved in 
collecting and analyzing data relative to the issues of concern 
raised by the New England Association of Schools and Col- 
leges. The sub-committees are exploring various issues that 
affect the quality of education and the deliveiy of service to 
students at Roxbury Community College. Groups of faculty, 
professional staff, administrators, and students are working 
together to recommend ways the College can improve plan- 
ning and data collection activities, improve RCC curriculum 
standards and saident outcomes, the evening program, 
support services at BBS and help improve the overall image of 
the New Campus. We are all looking foiward to sharing the 
sub-committees ideas and recommendations. 
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Update on Undergraduate 
Experience Task Force 

The Task Force has completed its 
work on the cluster of Regents' 
policies pertaining to Ixisic skills entiy- 
exit assessment and required place- 
ment in developmental instaiction. A 
set of tvv^elve recommendations for 
implementing these policies were 
submitted to Vice President Sheppard. 

The Task Force meets weekly 2:30- 
4:00 P.M. each Monday in Room 404. 
Discussions are centered around the 
second cluster of policies related to 
Standards for the Associate Degree. 
Recommendations for Cluster 2 will be 
completed by March 30, 1991. 

Future Plans and Projected 
Completion Dates 

Cluster 3: Institutional Reviews of 
General Education, Foreign Language 
Requirements and Expectations for 
Student Learning. (April 26, 1991) 

Cluster 4: Assisting Students to 
Succeed. (May 24, 1991) 



Publications 

Dr. Ray Turner has reached a contrac- 
tLial agreement with the Kendall-Hunt 
Publishing Company to publish an 
intro-levei science book entitled 
Developing Concepts in Science, 
Although the book, the first of its kind, 
is being developed to address the 
needs of academicaily-underprepared 
students, the book will be important as 
a general science text for diverse 
populations of students. Dr. Turner is 
to be congratulated for his pioneering 
efforts in both science and develop- 
mental education. 
Finally, V.P. N. Alan Sheppard has 
consented to do a guest article in a 
national newsletter entitled "Educating 
Disadvantaged and Minority Children". 
(Expected Publication Date is May, 
1991X 




New Language Learning Laboratory Opens at RCC 

The Lab provides an ideal environment for student teaming and faculty research 



Tnteractive", "Hard Drive", "Floppy" and 
"ROM", are not c)n the typical vocabu- 
lary list for ESL'students- but then, RCC's 
new Language Leaming Laboratoiy is 
not a typical learning environment. The 
English as a Second Language depart- 
ment has entered the worid of technol- 
ogy based instaiction via their new, state 
of the art Language Learning Laboratory 
which features twenty seven interactive 
work stations with computers, audio 
cassette recorders, and video monitors. 
The Language Lab adds a new dimen- 
sion to teaching and learning English by 
providing students with the opportunity 
to practice grammar, punctuation, 
pronunciation and other necessaiy skills. 
Teachers bring their classes to the lab to 
work with a variety of learning materials, 
including computer software, audio 
cassettes and videodiscs. Students also 
use the Lali independently to practice 
new skills and complete their class 
assignments. Plans are undeiway to add 
Spanish and French language instruc- 
tional materials to the Lab's collection 
for use by Languages faculty and 
saidents. 




Understanding how smdents use the 
Language Lab computers to leam writing 
skills, and developing strategies to help 
students overcome their anxieties about 
writing is an area of interest to Faculty 
member/Language Lab Coordinator, Ms. 
Kimberly Smith. Ms. Smith has been 
awarded a research grant from the 
Massachusetts Association of Teacher's 
to Speakers of Other Languages 
(MATSOL), to explore student's attimdes 
towards leaming to write in a technol- 
ogy based curriculum. The saidy, which 
began in Febaiary, will detemiine 
whether previous typing, computer or 
writing skills have an impact on the 
saident's ability to thrive in a technology 
based learning environment. Students 

Conlimied oh the opposite page 






Vol. 1 No. 1/May 1991 



The Collegiate 



participating in this project will keep 
journals of their thoughts and feelings as 
they learn to use the Language Learning 
Laboratoiy computers to complete their 
classroom writing assignments. Inter- 
views and questionnaires will provide 
additional research information. Ms. 
Smith is expected to report on her 
research findings at the MATSOL 
conference scheduled for May, 1991 at 
Bunker Hill Community College. 

If you would like more information 
about this exciting project, a tour of the 
facility or to learn more about the 
Language Learning Laboratory concept, 
please call Kim Smith, Language Lab 
Coordinator at extension 5126. 



Research Grant Awarded 
to Faculty Member 

MATSOL (the Massachusetts ESL 
organization) has recently awarded 
Kimberly Smith a $500 research grant 
to answer the following research 
question, "What are the attitudinal 
changes that ESL students experience 
as they are introduced to the use of 
computers as a medium for writing?" 
Ms. Smith, who is an Associate Profes- 
sor of ESL and the Language Labora- 
tory Coordinator, is currently doing 
this research with her Level 6 Ad- 
vanced ESL Writing class in the 
college's state-of-the-art multi-media 
Language Learning Laboratoiy. The 
results of this research will be pre- 
sented at either the Fall or Spring 1992 
MATSOL Conference. 



Professor Turner Invited as 
Guest at New York 
College 

Ray Turner was one of the invited 
guests at New York Technical College 
in Brooklyn, New York on February 
20th of this year. Dr. Turner was 
sponsored by the Brooklyn Subsection 
of the American Chemical Society- 
Each of the three panelists spoke on 
the issue of minorities in Chemistry. 
The event was of benefit to the 
students at the College which serves a 
student population much like our own 
at RCC. 



Project Pathways - A New Strategy tor Helping to 
Overcome Academic Deficiencies 



Everyone from retention expert 
Vincent Tinto, (1985, Leaving College), 
to the National Center for Develop- 
mental Education agrees if academi- 
cally underprepared adult students are 
going to be successful in college, they 
need the support of progi-ams that are 
coordinated, scholarly, and caring. 
Despite the relatively cozy environ- 
ment of a community college, how- 
ever, the student academic and 
emotional demands of the classroom 
bring great strain to the new student. 

To bridge this academic gap and 
promote the retention of students, 
Roxbuiy Community College initiated 
a comprehensive academic program 
during the Summer of 1990 called 
Pathways. Funded by grants from the 
Metropolitan Life Foundation and the 
Disadvantaged Students Program, the 
goals of the program were to develop 
and enrich the basic skills and learning 
strategies of RCC saidents. Particular 
emphasis was given to skills and 
learning strategies within pre-coUege 
or developmental areas of learning. 

Student Characteristics 

Of the 32 students who completed 
the program, 22 (60%) were newly 
admitted, degree-seeking registrants 
for the fall semester. The remaining 10 
were continuing from the previous 
semester. Of the total, 97% were 
persons of color: African-American, 
Haitian, Ethiopian, Puerto Rican, 
Columbian, Barbadian, and Indian. 
One student was Anglo-American. Of 
the total, 37% were non-native English 
speakers. Ages ranged from 18 to 65. 
The majority of the students were 
women (69%). Four students identified 
themselves as physically or learning 
disabled (12.5%). Upon initial assess- 
ment, all of the students (100%) placed 
into at least one developmental level 
course in reading, writing, or math- 
ematics. 

Program Overview 

According to program planners in 
the Teaching/Learning Center, the 
Pathways Program was a purposefully 
coordinated effort between and among 
staff and students. Two language arts 
instructors and tutors, two mathematics 



instaictors, and tutors, learning special- 
ists from RCC's Teaching/Learning 
Ccxiter, and a full-time program 
coordinator met weekly before, 
during, and after the program to define 
and refine the goals, structure, and 
assessment of the program. 

Classes in language arts and math, 
in addition to a series of learning 
strategies workshops, met four days a 
week from 8:30 a m to 1:00 p m. 
Tutors acted as classroom assistants 
and were available daily for individual 
and group sessions. 

Program Outcomes and Implications 

An in-depth study of the Pathways 
Program was undertaken to look 
closely at pre and post program course 
recommendations and qualitative 
measures from student and teacher 
evaluations (Feb. 1991, Patliways: A 
Bridge to Academic Achievement). 
The report reveals that this seven 
week program of early academic 
intervention made a measurable 
difference in the skills of academically 
underprepared community college 
students. The study goes on to assert 
that as a result of this improvement, 
every new student's initial course 
recommendations were upgraded in at 
least one subject area. (Pathways, p. 
32. Original underlined). 

From a teaching and learning 
perspective, the results of the summer 
Pathways Program at Roxbury Com- 
munity College suggest that the 
program deserves consideration as a 
model for bridging the gap between 
academic unclerpreparation and 
community college education. 

More information on the Pathways 
Program Study can be obtained 
through Elaine Schear, Assistant 
Director, Learning to Learn Program, 
Teaching/Learning Center, Roxbury 
Community College, Room 207K. 
Phone (617) 541-5324. 
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Selecting Media l\/lciterial$ 
theS.IVI.A.R.T.Way 

Selecting media materials to support 
your classroom instruction can be easy 
if you do it the S.M.A.R.T. way. That 
is, Select media that is Meaningful to 
your course content, Appropriate to 
the student's level of preparedness, 
Reviewed by you prior to classroom 
use, and Tied back into the curriculum 
through follow-up assignments and 
classroom discussion. 

Meaningful media selections 
complement and enrich your teaching, 
and provide students with another 
opportunity to synthesize the course 
content. Loyola University Curriculum 
Professor, Allan Omstein has devel- 
oped criteria to help detennine if a 
curriculum is relevant. According to 
Omstein a curriculum is relevant if it 




S.M.A.R.T. 



reflects social change, if it is realistic 
and not trivial or mnemonic in con- 
tent. Although, as Omstein points out 
in the Education Digest, Januaiy 1989, 
non-book instmctional materials 
typically represent only 5-30% of the 
total course materials, the principles of 
curriculum relevancy should be 
applied to media materials selection as 
well. 

As you preview your media 
selections, ask yourself the following 
questions; Is the language level 
appropriate for my saidents ? Does the 
point of view of the program reinforce 
the perspective emphasized in class, or 
does it present an opposing viewpoint 
that will stimulate students and en- 



courage a meaningful debate? Is the 
content specific enough to comple- 
ment the classroom lectures and 
discussions? If you answered "y^s", 
than you are ready to use the program 
in class. If you answered "no", than 
you need to prepare your students for 
the program in order to make their 
viewing a meaningful experience. 
Take time to introduce new terminol- 
ogy and concepts prior 
!••••••• to classroom viewing. 

Encourage students to 
express an opinion 
about the subject 
matter and to support 
their point of view 
with well thought out 
»••••••• examples and observa- 
tions. Discuss your 
program selection, and tell the stu- 
dents what you expect them to learn 
from it. Students will learn more from 
your classroom media materials if they 
know what to watch for; an informed 
learner learns!!! 

Tying your media selection back 
into the course work is essential. As 
with all learning, feedback provides 
students with an oppoitunity to 
analyze, synthesize and evaluate the 
information. Classroom discussion, 
written reviews, or homework ques- 
tions will encourage saidents to 
integrate their media viewing into their 
total learning experience. 

Remember- A S.M.A.R.T. instaictor 
has smart students. 
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